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Flood Detention Reservoir with Ballon dam spillway:

Coastal Area of Hajira, Olpad.
- Tena Sena Creek &
Kim River

Coastal Area at Mouth of
- Mindhola River
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Sketch showing the sectional details for proposed integrated planning
with Flood Detention Reservoir
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Proposed Coastal Highway with Flood Detention Reservoir
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Sketch showing the sectional details for proposed Integrated planning
with Coastal Highway & Flood Detention Reservoir

Plate shows flood, spills, barrel direct drain to act as storm
drains interceptor, surface drain network to divert flood water to
major khadies redeveloped, Tena, Sena, Kim, Mindhola.
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Linking of Village Ponds (reserv

ﬂ) for no source villages

River Tapti
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Panicky

Officials May

Have Released

Too Much
Water From
The Dam

Yagnesh Mehta | 1un

Surat: Is south Gujarat headed for a
drought-like sitnation? Possible scarci-
ty of water can not ruled out looking at
the current level in the Ukai reservoir,

say experts. Heavy rain in its catchment

area will be the only saviour now.

At present, the water level in the
reservoir is at 29660 ft, which 15 36,96 ft
below the rule level. Rule level decides
the minimum water to be maintained in
a dam. Un Tuesday, the rule level was
333.26 ft and inflow of water at the reser.
voir was 12,477 cusecs till 6 pm

A large guantity of water was re-
leased in initial days of monsoun {n ab-
sence of any plan to manage the reser-
voir. “The report of the inguiry com-
mittee formed after the 2008 floods is yet

POOR
MANAGEMENY

to be submitted. 1t could have helped in
management of warer at the dam. But in
the current scenario, [ fear we will have
to face water scarcity by next summer if
there is norain in catchment area in the

After flood, water c

crisis at Ukai?

as re-
in ab-
reser-
com-
is vet

ed in
Jut in
| have
mer if
inthe

days to come,” says M D Desai, an expert
geo-technologist,

Officials at the irrigation department
said that on an average 20,000 cusecs of
water was released for almost 15 days be-
ginning of monsoon in June-July. “Ini-
tially, water was released to aveid any
Hood like situation. Normally, with heavy
spell of rain in the catchment area we
manage to fill up the dam as per the rule
level, Still, there is time for the monsoon
to end and water level will come to the
rule level,” says BS Chaudharvy. execu-
tive engineer at Ukai reservoir. He con-
fesses that the rule level is supposed o

LE g

be maintained at the reservoir.

However, Desai believes that only
heavy rain-showers in central India can
help to improve the situation, but it may
be difficult considering the current state
of rain in these parts.

Officials at the irrigation department
are keeping their fingers crossed, wish-
ing for a good spell of rain. “We have
landed up in such a situation due to po-
litical pressure, as in an election year
leaders pressurise us to avoid any flood-
like situation,” say sources within the
irrigation department in Surat.

yagnesh.mehta@timesgroup.com
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